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Read 1 John 3:11-24 
 
Let me begin by noting how this passage proved to be quite the challenge in verses 19-21.  I do, 
however, believe I have a degree of understanding at this point.   
 
There is a simplicity to what we are about to hear.  Those who love Jesus also love one another.  Loving 
Jesus is the cause, and loving others is the consequence.  The one produces the other.  The one flows 
from the other. 
 
The idea is rather simple.  Those who love Jesus seek to help those who are in need (v. 17).  There can 
be a complexity as to how this might play out, but we must not turn a blind eye or deaf ear to those 
with genuine need. 
 
Although I do not wish to dismiss or lessen the punch of its application to the individual, I do desire to 
keep the message Pastor John has in its context and consistent.  If the brother described in Pastor John’s 
letter is corporate and community driven, then the idea of helping is also corporate and community 
driven.  What does this mean? 
 
First, we are crafted by God for community.  The Story is never flown solo.  We come as individuals, 
but we never stay that way.   
 
Second, each member within the body has unique gifting and gift expression.  Thus, all of us are to love 
one another, but where one lacks the other abounds.   
 
For example, as it relates to helping those in need.  Some people exceed with compassionate care.  They 
identify quickly with needy individuals and are selfless in their service toward others when it comes to 
specific and direct application.  Not everyone shares that gifting.  Yet because of the community, the 
one without that specific gifting is carrying out the admonition to help the brother in need. 
 
As a believing community, I believe we are generous with our benevolent funding AND I believe we 
are a caring community toward the agencies in our community that seek to assist our surrounding 
community in humanitarian activity.  Not everyone involves themselves with the Food Pantry or The 
Hope Center or Richard’s Place or The Hebron House or the Evangelical Child and Family Agency or 
The New Man Project or singing at Linden Grove or the Clothing Share or the Garden Plots, but some 
of us do.  And many of us give when specific offerings are taken to enable and assist.  It is because of 
the whole that we as individual parts are fulfilling the idea in 1 John 3:17. 
 
THIS DOES NOT DISMISS our need to “improve” our gospel presentation in each of these activities, 
but it should lessen the weight of anyone feeling they have to do everything for everyone all the time. 
 
The idea of the brother in 1 John is exactly what the Apostle Paul speaks to in 1 Corinthians 12.  
Friends, let us rejoice in the powerful movement taking place around us.  We can do much better in 
communicating the mighty work of God in us and through us to those around us.  Let us not despair, 
but rather let us celebrate the specific gifting of those around us and enable them by exercising our 
specific gifting. 
 
Let us together thank God for His victory and the certainty of the Story’s completion. 


